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Br fF OHN THOMAS, 


at the Request of the Gentlemen concerned 


of. the Origin of 
the Society for Promoting Chriftian Knvuiledge. 
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fait nat the Wall of your, 
Rather, which is:im Heavens: 
thefe Little ip 


tse 


HE. fale, Notions Which. the 
Difciples, entertained concern 
‘eftament They, 


whigh should pave. arm Wrad,s | 
5 | ‘confidered Him 98 one who westobeaTem, 
poral, Prince,and ,-Deliverer, and were. there, 
_ fore inquifitive to ‘know what, He: defigned,. . 


had, attended -him in his Wane. and 
and, sherefore coocinded. chat 
= wold remember them with the 
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PREACHED 


“his Favour, when be came in bis Kin dom. 
Asa ._Confequence of this O inion we 


find our Bleffed upon all 


per Occafiong,, thefe ppiiftaken No- 
Matt. xviii. z. tions, and in order to this End, in the Verfes 


before ‘Text, calling a Little tld un 
Hit}. in the ‘midft 

fame would be gréateft in the kingdom of bea- 
ven: That Age of artlefs Innocence se Hy- 


thility, wis the Médel ‘upon whieh»: 
to form > their’ jones) 
to make Kel abe 


Lord? | Su 
upon'ftil? ftiore’ Fal to his 


by thiem, again 


ably of ‘the Teaft or 
ake that ye depip 
other was°in natura? Growth? 
tage or grieve them; throw rio ‘Difficiilties 


thelr Satvation, 
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‘Him, wha came to fave that WOR. Fer. 11. 
An@ Lord aaa 
given them uposelite 
more lafting Influence upon’ their’Minds; He 
fice and “affecting Compiarifort : think 
Ff a man have an hundred Jbeep,and* 
fecketh that which is gone 
| and nine-which 
firft) Viewoveny td 
pole and fine’ they’ 


anit 


of 
welt 
atte to ie 
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persfb... Speaking to..whieh: Words, 1 thall 


is the belt Proviton which en make \fer. 


ER 


obferve the following, Method, nevig 
defoncelets 
dangerous. a ‘this ‘tender 
ath Gall. Educatian 


its. Safety; 
ual. confider the Force.:of shat 
tive fuggefted. in, the Text : the: Wu 
Of your Father. which heaven, that One 
am to seprefent: to. gon bow. 
and. dangerous a Stare Like 
this Purpafe, ir will mer 

a of them, as foon to.,launch,out.into 
World, which feems to have a. particular W- 
will to, Innocence ; where almott. vevery: Thing: 


Terhptations. In this Seafon of 
calls for’ Maturiy of Reafon 
Refolution, they are weak 3 they. 
are, as ¢, ee, throngh the, Deceitn, 

Fulnefiof Sin and not enoogh 
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the: World::to the necéflary Knowledze 
of :fafpecting :: What then:can be the 

fequence 5: but:that they muft be any jeafy Prey: 
to Dangers: with which. 
they will be abundantly fupplied? 
Reis, iv'isotruc, Bafenefs and: De- 
formity inl Wicesandiwhere:this Bafenefs and. 
Deformity! are fully ‘perceived,? they: no. 
doubt, ‘ptove: a: powerful \Prefervative “againit: 
all its Guile thetit is as cértain) tat’ the: 
and: Sicnple: On>iche>dther! Hand there! is, 
which-in thofe who canfaffe and foest; canoe 
miration ; “but: then: ‘thie-Lovelinefs, or 
as it’ is, is notat all! fele by many) ‘andicanhot 
raife the" leaft: Defire *in att Ignoraiic “or 
Carelefs Beholder: ‘Neither thereford the Uge 
linefs of Vice, the' Beauty of tho’ 
of excellent Ufe to Thofe who have'a'juft Senfe 

of them, are/fufficient to 
perienced, whe, as yer; 
exercifed difeern’ between: Good Vand Beil: 
The which ‘are’ fefpecs 
tively laid upon us'by thefe Confiderationp, can- 
not reach (the Café’ of ‘Thofe; owhio! ate 
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Sr. SEP. 


its pece peculiar Dangers; and:that without 


Interpofition:and Guidance, thefe 
mift All the Advan. 
tages which: can iarife, from: Imitation, depend 
entirely upon the wife Choiceof an Example ; 
“ase where fufficient Wifdom is want- 
ing, this Pronenefs to: Imitation is only. a Snare, 
and.a Means of teaghing! them to tran{grefs 
the. Divine Commands, Thus: we fee: what. 
true ground: of Compaffion may be drawn 
from this fingle Confideration, ‘That there is 
an.Aptnefs, in, thefe Léttle: Ones.w aim 
fill dd, that the .Age°I an 
ing of, is remarkably difpofed to receive 
and retain Impreffions sand. in this Inftance 
likewite, many, Dangers furround and threaten 
| Whether: it is. that there jis. originally an 
Smptinefs or Vacancy. in: the. Mind, and’ for 
this Reafon thofe Ideas or ‘Notions which firit 
gnter into it, faithfully kept and 
ded : For, it,feems:to:be ‘nd’ unreafon: 
Cone, what firkk.fetsthe ‘Mind 
work, and earlieft Attention, thould 
| procure lafting Remétnbrance Of 
there is-a peculiar -Softnefy ind: Apti+ 
ide in thefe tender. ‘Minds>t6 receive Antipref- 
and as that left} ‘the 
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confirmed: Whatever may be the Phi- 
‘Trach of at has hever deen difpored. 
‘Iv. then 4 Matter of vaftdin portance what 


af Imipreffions ave vafily amade, and if thofe 
ane. fo: as it were; in. 
delibles this Seafon of Lifengives Vice'teo fa- 


N@urable and tempting ancOpportunity in- 


Anyate, and itven fix upon them. Here 
then is, another ‘Circumftance, which befpeaks 
our, Compaffion for thefe Objetts, in the mioft 
moving and powerful manner: they “are 

Mofning of 


to, cartes, Tenet, by Sowing: n this 
Ground; which will reward either ‘his or our 


Labous,., witha plentiful 
. & our 
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In ‘Optnings;- will, 
in all Laffer 
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der: let us then feek°our: a Remedy and’ lee 
us examine, Whether.a Religious Edjcation is 
Provision! which we'dan for. 
their Safety. ag 


thofe Fiftances of Danger: Which been. 


onder the Aft Head, 


nd 


Pie ut 


i} 


unleara te do * ve wa fa 
« 
likewife ‘the of thefe Little 
Ufe and‘Cuftom : ‘now we may with eafe 
in be of vig “now we 
a Coerpa ai Sd 
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PRA CHER, 


Wits regard then to the! great Hazard 
they irun-at their firft fetting du¢in fo bad 
World, before they are! fenfiblelof :thei? Dan+ 
gery lon Match; for the Aiftifices 
tion Religion, ; es their: 
prove, lays before them the: Obligations of 
ic ftocks, their ‘Minds’ with: ufefuloand 
faving: Traths; it gives the earlicft Employ- 
tment.to Hopés ‘and Fears,’ whith are «the 
chief Springs of all cheir Actions;: in a word, 
it acquaints them early with the Warfare they 
are engaged in, and particularly cautions them 
againft thafe y from whom their Dan- 


‘getichiefly arifes, -By!this. meant, ‘being 


ed of their Danger, and-caught how to efcape 
it, \it) ferves.-only, to, attach: them: ‘the : more 


VirwesFor when once. they, have 
copfider: Viee;\as the Bane» of alt 


real, HappineG, there, is; doubtlefs, 


be feared frony its Jafinustions. juft 


Sufpicions which. they arc taoghe:to entertain 


off ity: will shave ‘this: excellent, Vie; that they 


will be upon their guard,. and-ifp’ prevent. that 


Surprize, which is found. 40; give the greatef 
Advantages to Sin. St. Paul mentions. it: 


peculiarly ,happy. Circumftance attending 


that. from «child he bad, the 
holy feriptures. He feems to build.a great parc 
of the Confidence which he repofed in the 
W & Pru- 
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ble nit wih hac. 
and MANES. rem, the 
sbferved under firft Head, 
want of Skilli9. proper, Exapiples ; 
for Wildom dirs. ous Chojea, the 
Defire of is not. only fafe, but. highly 
10 ere AREC 
Geavou prevent opr 
by worki g ia Us, a tithe 


olly. Das ger before 
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the molt i active and wi 


whien ‘upon Fardh,” mott compaffionste Lover 
of ‘thet! ‘and his" Difciples ‘for 


‘Mark.x. ‘T3, 


affords Saco "For, 43°45, 
the’ former the Dativer fre om 
Bxainples, fo likewife does it. ih this, from 
bait : TF the! te- 
ceive'“are inade in‘ favour of Retigion andy 
Ppy ie {6 fuftepii 

fit 'rételicive of Side tid 
Were ‘out of the fe, this Apthiets in the 
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of eyes ‘than 


Yarge ‘Propofale, ‘and af 


Et 


thon ‘aims’ at; andois, /ondinarily dpeaking; alour 
qualified effect and Foreifies' their 
Minds with the im- 
prints ‘on them. jwit lof the Supreme 
Being, and of ‘this Providence'iand | 

Peiog wf their: Redemprion, and \difplays #be ii 4. 
riches of that géodne/s. 

cheat fpr Thefearéalt forimeny. power- 

fui Checks and Reftraints againft the Comm 

in the ftrongeft Light 
caufe it affures-them ‘of ‘come ; 
end that’ He; who 


the ‘Tribunal, 

ace 
quit, Iniguity. When thefe Gite Hab. i 


ian 
way of Viee'; and whet! That! britigs 
is 


it, 10 Wire j-dhe Min thy make 
Ankwer, "Phat happily engaged’ ’ "Thee, 


by ché-prident Religious Ediuca- 


dion, great) part ‘oF "Labor fo 
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smuch! complaified of ine a>Courld Virtue, 
say. be:ithrown render. the 
Prddticd iofsitias difapreratilc andiwnnateral, 
asito Habits; ~which,: when. shey are 
contraéted by being \eccuftomed to do Evsl, are 
of .fach:ipernicious andy with 
that: is fet-before us) the Difcipline of Re- 
Jigion; thoft fuccefsfully:: employed 
This: difcomrdges: every and en- 
deavouts;Jby proper Applications, 0: prevear 
fach;,Repetitions) of as might. produce en 
Habit silt admionithes shem)ofly, to: ithiak of, 
and dwell upon. thofe things, which recommend 
themfelves by their Lovelinefs.and their Prai/es 
contradt no\Hebits, but-fuch as cannot be 
mus have, we,taken.a View .of the, Dan- 
gets.which, threaten and furround; the/e Little 
ones; and..of. thet kind..and feafopable Relief, 
which a,Religious, Education, -rearhes, aut. so 
‘Contradiétion, that the training up 4, child. iz 
Prov. xxii. 6 the qway-be Jhould: has a mauifeft Subferyi- 
to; the. defirable Ends. ‘propafed bY, 
Though, this | Religious, Fducation fhould ; nor 
alwaya-appeas in prefent good Efiects,-1¢ may, 
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or Sepporr, -witl, 
_nifter .sor: their. ices); wwhereas:iby: ‘fecuring 
-hope;,that our ‘others kind):Refigtis = for 
the Advantage, will prove fafe;. truly 
Ain Author, who has‘ publithed.an Effay on 
_Charit}-Schools, | is Very nap “of thac 
Knowledge,:which is, to.-be che Confequence 


ats Sirs SE 


> 310, 311, That by 


Robbers find. Means to eftape: 


and then goes on. thus, dire, 4 
«« Thefe are all ftrong ‘Temptitions, that ‘confpire to draw in 
Nevellitous, who want Principle and Education Which 


Education he is defirous fhould ftill want. For if their 
Parents caxnot, and the give it} how are they 
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2g MON 
oHe\fets forth the-Comforts of i Ignorance in a 
covery’ patherical manner ;oand:déctards fornits 
to vour Sdborious (Poor, 
asthe bet) only expedidary toy alleviate 
Burthens;°and ther Cares. ‘This 
to have itnitaced Erafmus: in 
Choleslofhhis Subject, ‘tour not inthe mar- 
wet oF Wreating Me written w Pa- 
negyrick * upon Ignorance in 
info. Bur I 
owill Venture to7affirm, that all the ‘Eads which 
‘this ‘Author propofts from ‘Ignorance, ‘with Be 
more! isa {wered by the!) Knowledge 
Religion The vbétwer they 
‘Grounds fof it; conceneéth and! afe- 
fulcowill. they be in) chatRave! of Liféxo which 
beady! We Bate no nead of Yor} not 
pine cap its advantageous Phepowh 
_tidver be fo eafy thatone Man thould differ 
fo much from another, as when they know 


and confider, who it is that made them to aif- 


‘Surely their and “Reéfigna- 

1ON abe. fater and more laiting Foun- 
dation, -whén "they ‘are built -wpon “Religion, 
thy th rely only in. Ignd ab 


Pag. 330, 33%» 353» 367, 369, yd omen “os 
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But this: himfely, “303 ) 

and) Phat byé bring | 
“chet owa! Occupation Batis notthe 


Know of Religion abfolutely fy ia 
ir 
che! more: wit! te “he 


of ‘the of Religion’: fat! is 
from béing improper in their 


thie 
Statelof Life,’ g can effectually 


Thee the Soci ‘Socicty ‘happy, ‘atid-Peor 
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A SERMOIN 


ple. ealy under the meaneft Circumfances, 
it. is cequifite that great. Numbers of them 
fhould, be Ignorant, wellas Rees”) 
of the 
Principles of Religion, his, Affertion.is mot 
trucs if he means more, it is little tothe Pur- 
Publick, you, fay, thas to their 
Strength Labous ;.but has, the Publick«a 
Right to what they.have not-to.give? Would 
you; take. them. from; the, 
is a time: which by, Providence 
for feafoning their Minds: .with.good -Princi- 
ples, jand garding, them, ageinft, the Conta- 
gion .of the World into which they are go- 


ith fuch Inftrugtio fortify In- 
fuck ns.as may, fort 
nee, and, render it. (for all our, Care will 
be enough) theimore impregnable? When 
this’is done, when they are chus brought up 
the nurture and. admonition of. the 
let. be: employed asthe, Wants.of: the 
Society require in Labours frequent, in Watch 
ings often: But. grudge them not the Support 
of thofe Words of Eternal Life, which will 
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work out, our. Salvation ; and confequently, that 
their lew has: ‘this, ‘Advantage: Couns 
mon. with the, Highett. 
thort, no! Reafonable. Creature fionld 
be without the Knowledge of Religion ; ‘and 
the. foener he is taughe: ity the Here; I 
am. fure, we, are right,) and; therefore the-ttuc 
way of acting: makes ourotherc Views 
and Interefts compatible -with ythi¢l important 
one: And. whoever willvoffer iany: Regula- 
tions confiftent with willj:/i am sperfuad- 
ed, be liftened to..* with Pleafpré real 
Friends; of) this Charity fixing ‘ithe 
Time. of their Continuance ats thefe:Schools, 
by determining how far this Method of Edu- 
cation ‘fhall reach, and: to'what. Particular$: it. 
thall extend itfelf 5 by declaring ‘when they 
fhall. .begin::to inure themfelves to: that La- 
bour, to: which, Providence’ feems to have ap- 
pointed them ;. and whether, when they’aro 
placed out, they fhall not be employed where 
Hands ate moft wanted,and: as: ithe res. 
of! the: Comimbaity require: If ‘by introducing 
thefe Rules,or any. other, ‘this Defignimay be 
they. 
de 
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they are introduced, the better. Buc the ‘eer 
ly Knowledge.of the only true-Gop, and 

sus CHrist whom .be bat' feat, whith by 

Means: is) communicated to niany, who 

might -otherwifé be ignorant of faving 

Troths, isa Point of too:much Confequerice 

to-be-given: ep any: Objections whatever." - 

wAN Regulations, the bare 
Take of ‘Knowledge in thefe Schools! Mould 
y ‘of thefe: Children to drink deeper, 
ao hurt iw This Cafe willora 
huppeii: And where °a»Genius . 

fo break through all ‘Reftraincs,: 

atte a’ Friend.to the natural Rights 

of ‘Mankind, that I> think it ought ‘to have its 


free: Courfes| And: Aobelieve, that the Perfons 


who wareh over ‘the Hippinefe-of 

uyi with the moit:jeslous Bye, have never yet 
fufiered:any Pain: from! the: Fear' of ice being! 
-oversrun with Men of Genius and-Capacivy. 


to cohbder; tht (Force ef the Motive foggeft- 
ed én any: not the your 
Father whichis in 
Litele Ones foould perio, 
it implied in this Paflage 
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Favour The civine Difpleafureoughvicertain- 
dy to. be, avoided: with: our) utmoftsCage : ‘but 
det, (isn, whi would) iefft avoid ity: take 
thavhe de/pifes net \onte Dines. 
Whoever,looks down upon) their low! and chum - 


an fori their -Psefervation ; 
Whoayes, withholds good. fram. them: ¢0 


Power of his hand.-to do: it, defeats; as 


sender ghey Divine Will; 


n“defiance of his Father whiok 
the Rivine. Difpleafure, and: our: Neg - 


2 
of Melk Littl. Ones... esd 


Bur 


Father wbich is in heavens fignified,it is high- | 

parifo.’ We rave: therefore: mbt only 

@hidh ; with slic 
Perfusion plead itheir Cau fey 

into i we. shave likewife /thecWill } 
and Command of. God, to deserniine ‘wi lift hei 3 

| ( 
i a 


REACHED 


“Bur what is waniting in thefe Ob- 
to recommend ‘them ? Let us behold 
them, adorned as. they ate, with theornament 
of meek. and quiet “Spirit, with the Graces 
and. Charme ‘an undifletnbled. Innocence : 
-And)then ‘let confider, that this Innocence, 
-which in itfelf isfo.affecting, is in the greateft 
Danger: and Diftrefs.. They ‘are, generally 
fpeaking, the Children’ of Parents, who’ are 
but little acquainted with the Beau- 

ty ‘of Holinefs, and. therefore not able to de- 
‘Galbed it to:their Children, the Heirs; too’ of- 
ten, to nothing but. Poverty and Vice: - To 
what: innumerable Evils is fuch a Condition 
Life expofedt Where we can trace Mis- 
fortunes:in the Sloth or Improvidence of thofe 
who -labour- under them for | 
-fuch: Perfons «is: with Reafon much abated, 
and our Hearts:are hardened againft the Im- 
preffions. of. Pity: Whereas the: calamitous 
Condition of thefe. Children, cannot be: faid. 
to be the Effect of, Punithment of wicked 
«Courfe, ‘becaufe they fet out? with’ ‘it? and 


«Weary then fhould hot we join with‘ our 


xviii and with their Angels who, as 
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Of bir Bacher, beguens it. Thon, — 


cern | for! their whey’ we. 
Marks bf his? Pavouroand Com afhio 
bat be abt on bit 
che whith Ha Beth 
alreddy tonifidered they /aré 
co dedicate early Séafon of Life to! che 
thaw faving Kaowledge, whith 
thern te igh Prive foe which they’ Coli... 
tend: They are taught likewife to! venice 
the hidden things of difhonefty, by being early . 
admonifhed, that lead to Punifhment.- 
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1 fuppofe, not without Foundation, chat there 
is a want of Publick ?Spirit ‘among: urs that 
one feeks bys and.’ js. extremely \par- 
of his Carg,aod Rancetn far other 
“Af shis indeed. ie Gale, -know 
wecan. be inthe Cure 
this Evil, than by confidering, mich 
nefsand, ‘Difpafiion the. feveral Defigns.of that 
Worthy, 80.088 ¥jcwhich.; has been, the chief 
Encourager of this -Chasity-:. Our Hearts will 
be enlarged, when. we obferve. with what,.cn 
and: Cheiftian) Predence 
they, haye. their. Endeayon 548 the 
Interefts of -Religion,. and Virtue 
In all their Undertakings: there is no, Terig 
of, Enthufiaftn, ne Appearance of Vanity, no 
well as difintereited: fon the 
if there joy im beaven for. the Salvation of 
the, Sons. of, Mens “wich what 
joyful ‘Acclamasions thal) hey, be. received, 
awho,, by, the. \Variety.iand of 
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